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Major Dunn Retires  
As Mail Carrier  
Augusta Post Office 
 

The last letter delivered and the last paper tucked into the mail slot, Edward P. 
Dunn, for the past 39 years in the employ of the Augusta post office, Saturday doffed his 
uniform and cap and called it a day’s work as well as a life’s work, because Mr. Dunn is 
now retiring under the Civil Service pension law. 

Major Dunn, a he is lovingly and respectfully addressed by a legion of friends, is 
by no means a retired man in every sense of the word, because he still has his good 
health, his hearty appetite and his pleasant disposition.  It may be that the walks up and 
down Augusta’s principal streets, carrying a loaded mail sack over his shoulder, has done 
much to keep his step light and his eye clear. 

E. P. Dunn entered the Civil Service in 1895, being first employed as a mail clerk.  
The postmaster at that time was Lemuel B. Fowler.  From that year until 1898, Mr. Dunn 
plied his work as a mail clerk.  In those days the post office was on the ground floor of 
the building now occupied by the First National Granite bank.  That bank occupied the 
second floor of the same building. 

Postmasters down the line, after Mr. Fowler, were J. H. Manley, at one time 
chairman of the National Republican committee, W. D. Stinson, Thomas J. Lynch, Mr. 
Stinson again, and what may be surprising to some, Fred. G. Kinsman, who acted as a 
bondsman. 

In the early days, five carriers did the work of delivering the mail to various parts 
of the city.  Now there are 11 carriers and two substitutes, which gives some idea of the 
increase in the establishment.  Besides the five carriers in the early days, there were one 
general delivery clerk, two mailing clerks and one night clerk. 

The other mailing clerk was George Messer and the night clerk was George L. 
Hamlin.  On Saturday nights, Mr. Dunn used to work at the post office to relieve the 
night clerk, giving him one night off a week. There were no substitutes.  A section about 
half as wide across as the lobby of the present post office was occupied with the glass 
mail boxes, “call” boxes and the lock boxes. 
 
Recalls Early Publishing History 
 

Thursday was a big day at the Augusta post office, in those early years of Mr. 
Dunn’s employ there.  For on that day, the Maine Standard, the Maine Farmer, the 
Gospel Banner and the weekly edition of the Kennebec Journal were issued. 

As for heavy incoming mail, with the arrival of the Montreal Press, the Canadian 
publication, the mail carriers, especially those going to the northern end of the city, were 
heavily laden. 

The first parcel post delivery found expression through the obliging of the 
engineer a the P.O., George Fisher.  Because Mr. Dunn’s load to the north end was 
extremely heavy at times, he got permission to have aid.  So when Mr. Fisher went home, 
mornings, he carried a load of the north end mail for Mr. Dunn, making a considerable 
help to the carrier. 



 Thirty pounds at a load is the regulation, but by times the loads reach the 75 
pound mark.  Now some magazines, which then weighed a few ounces, tip the scales at 
two pounds. 
 “After Curtis got control of the Saturday Evening Post, then the circulation 
boomed and that went a long ways in increasing the carriers loads,” declared Mr. Dunn. 
Post Office Moved To Present Building 
 It was in 1890 that the Post Office was moved into the newly constructed Federal 
building and it was done on Jan. 2, which was Sunday.  The matter of moving was an 
easy one.  The mail was put into bags and each bag was tagged with the proper slip.  The 
pouches were locked and carried into the new building.  And in the new quarters 
everything was quickly arranged 
 The newspapers were “worked” in the Parrott block, nearby, for some time before 
the new building was occupied. 

Part of Mr. Dunn’s duties as a clerk in the early days were to go down on Train 
No. 64 at 10 o’clock, as far as Portland and meet the train coming east, get on and work 
up the city mail.  By this plan, the city mail was boxed within twenty minutes after its 
arrival. 
 The postmasters in order, after the last above mentioned one, were John V. Lane, 
Frederick Plaisted and the present incumbent John C. Arnold. 
 For the past three years, Mr. Dunn has been carrier on Water street.  During his 
long line of faithful service he has made many friends. 
Commended by Postmaster General 
 Postmaster General Harry S. New writes to Mr. Dunn in most pleasing manner, 
saying in part, “You have rendered loyal, painstaking and efficient service and have made 
a splendid record.  The Department wishes for you the fullest measure of welfare and 
happiness. 
 “As you retire I wish to express our appreciation for this long and faithful 
service.” 
 Another letter, which Mr. Dunn prizes is the one from Postmaster John C. Arnold:   
“As a local representative of the Post Office Department, from your personal knowledge 
of your work through a long term of years, I can heartily endorse the commendation for 
loyal, painstaking and efficient service.  I wish to express to you my appreciation for the 
many courtesies on your part aside from that loyalty which is strictly in line of your 
official duty. 
 “Such pleasant relations make life more worth while to all concerned and I assure 
you of my hearty best wishes for your happiness in the years to come.” 
 While the “Major” will be greatly missed from his daily round of duty, he will be 
found at his home, in his church, and at his club, enjoying his friends, of which he has 
many.  Congratulations are being offered Mr. Dunn and hopes that he will enjoy many 
more healthy, happy years. 


